
Next meeting: Tuesday, March 5, 11:30 am 

Rocky Run Middle School     Membership Meeting Minutes 

 PTA                 March 1, 2011 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Attendees: Matt Eline, Carol Cleveland, Janet Reyda, Martha Alderman,  Sarita 
Sankaranarayanan, Ken Waldmiller, Sonal Trivedi, Kristine Smith, Jayaraj, and Raul 
Berrios 

Welcome 

• Agenda Approval- The agenda was amended to move the Principal’s report to 
the beginning of the meeting     

•  Announcements - Thank yous:  Matt Brooks and Ken Waldmiller for their help 
at Race to Nowhere and to Matt Brooks for stepping into the breach and handling 
the Pizza Parties 

Principal’s Report -  Mr Eline spoke about the in school tutoring program and its 
positive impact on students ability to pass classes and SOL’s.   This in school tutoring 
program is staffed with retired teachers and paid for through supplemental income from 
the PTA in past years.  Mr. Eline reviewed the process by which the staff selects students 
to receive this additional support.  There was much discussion among parents about how 
to get additional help for their children.  Mr Eline recommended the afterschool 
homework club and email contact with teachers.  He also recommended getting in touch 
with teachers through your child’s counselor.   Mr. Eline also talked about the launch  of 
the goal setting initiative in the P.E. classes.    Rocky Run is participating in this pilot 
program which will become mandatory for middle schools in 2 years.  Mr Eline also 
announced that Jamie Sawatzky, a 7th grade history teacher here at Rocky Run, was 
chosen as the Fairfax County Teacher of the year.  An official announcement will be 
made by the Washington Post sometime near the end of the month.                

Minutes Approval  - February minutes were approved by voice acclamation.                     

Treasurer’s Report - Janet reported that we ended the month with $14,398 in checking. 
We took in $673 from the membership drive, no fuss donations and money from YIP 
deals. We spent $667 on spirit wear items.      

Committee Reports  

• Basketball Game – The March 18th game is on track.  We need volunteers to sell 
tickets during lunches and at the game.  Please contact Raul Berrios if you can 
help out 

• Nominations – Please contact Mary King Taylor if you are interested in serving 
as an officer next year.   



Next meeting: Tuesday, March 5, 11:30 am 

• Race to Nowhere – This event was very successful for the Rocky Run PTA.  It 
has started a conversation about the pressure that children feel to succeed.  The 
will receive over $1000 from ticket sales. 

• Membership -  We now have 436 members.  The Pizza Parties were held last 
Friday. 

President’s Report  

• Calendar/Event Review –  See Calendar attached to Agenda 

• Grants  

• In School Tutoring Program -  Request $9000 -  Discussion: 

             This funding will pay salaries for the tutoring Program.  There is currently $7000 
available.  Kristine Smith made a motion that we fund $7000 with an opportunity to 
increase $9000 if we can find the funds when we review the budget next month. The 
motion was seconded by Janet Reyda.  The motion passed by show of hands. 

• Water for Scientific encounters for the speakers and volunteers -  Request 
$4 -  Discussion:  This funding will buy a case of water for Scientific 
encounters on Thursday.  We can fund this out of Hospitality.  Janet Reyda 
made a motion that we fund the case of water.  The motion was seconded by 
Kristine Smith. The motion passed by show of hands. 

• Gift for Mr. Sawatzky to honor him as Teacher of the Year - Request $80 -  
Discussion:  This funding will pay for an engraved pen and pencil set that was 
presented to Mr Sawatzky at the recognition reception this morning.  We can 
fund this out of Hospitality.  Kristine Smith made a motion that we fund this gift 
for Mr. Sawatzky.  The motion was seconded by Janet Reyda.  The motion 
passed by show of hands. 

Adjournment: 8:35 pm 


